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I.   OVERVIEW / HISTORY  
Sacramento City Unified School District originally granted California Montessori Project – 
Capitol Campus’ charter petition for establishment on July 1, 2006. The charter petition was 
renewed once for five years and is now due to expire June 30, 2016. 
 
Capitol 

Campus.  
 
II.   DRIVING GOVERNANCE 
The charter renewal process is guided by Education Code 47607 (b).  A charter school seeking 
renewal of its charter shall submit a written request to the Board at least 120 days before the 
term of the charter is due to expire, but no earlier than September 1 before the term of the 
charter is set to expire.  Upon receipt of the notice that a charter school wants to renew its 
charter and at least 90 days before the expiration date of the charter, the Board shall conduct a 
Public Hearing to receive input on whether or not to renew the charter.  At least 30 calendar 
days before the expiration date, the Board shall either grant or deny the request for renewal. 
 
A charter may be renewed an unlimited number of times; however, each renewal must be for 
exactly five years. (EC § 47607).  If a school district fails to make written factual findings to 
support a denial within 60 days of the district’s receipt of a petition, the charter school’s 
petition is automatically renewed. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 5, §11966.4(c)

deadlines while considering the set schedule of Board of Education meetings.  
 
III.   BUDGET  
The budget for California Montessori Project – Capitol Campus should be detailed within the 
charter renewal petition and appendices.  District staff will present a review of the charter’s 
financials and provide the Board with a review of the findings and a recommendation for 
approval or denial at the Board Meeting on March 17, 2016. 
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Sacramento City Unified School District 
California Montessori Project – Capitol Campus 

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

The Sacramento City Unified School District hereby gives notice that a  
Public Hearing will be held as follows: 

 
Topic of Hearing: 

 
 

Public Hearing on the Renewal of the Charter for California Montessori Project – Capitol 
Campus 

 
Copies of this program may be inspected at: 

 
Serna Educational Center 

5735 47th Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95824 

 
The Sacramento City Unified School District Governing Board will hold a public hearing in 
accordance with Education Code section 47607 (b) to consider the level of support for the 

renewal of the charter for California Montessori Project – Capitol Campus. The district received 
California Montessori Project – Capitol Campus’s charter renewal petition on January 19, 2016. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

HEARING DATE:  Thursday, February 18, 2016 
 
TIME:  6:30 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:  Serna Educational Center 
                       5735 47th Avenue 
                       Sacramento, CA 95824 
 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:  



 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
�ƒ The Charter Schools Act 
 
In 1992, the California State Legislature passed the Charter Schools Act, creating the vehicle for 
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In accordance with the terms of AB 1994, CMP sought and received approval of a charter within 
each of the school districts in which the school operated. CMP-Shingle Springs originally 
received a 3-year approval, and subsequent 5-year renewals.  The charters in Sacramento City 
Unified, San Juan Unified, and Elk Grove Unified applied for, and received, 5-year renewals, 
effective July 1, 2011.  CMP �± Capitol is now in its fifteenth year of successful operation, 
including nine-plus years under the supervisorial oversight of the Sacramento City Unified 
�6�F�K�R�R�O���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�����³�'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�´��.  The District, again, has an opportunity to review the performance of 
CMP �± Capitol while considering approval.  In preparation for this renewal, CMP encourages the 
District�¶�V thorough review of CMP �± �&�D�S�L�W�R�O�¶s past and present operations.  CMP aspires to 
continue its transparent, positive, and collaborative relationship with the District. 
 
HISTORY 
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o Implementation of Accelerated Reader program 
o Implementation of Accelerated Math and Math Facts in a Flash programs 
o 
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purchased 700 Chromebooks, with additional purchases forthcoming, as CMP 
remains committed to providing students with innovative technology.  
 

�x Free tutoring, before- and after-school, to eligible students (Not Met and Nearly Met 
on state testing) 
 

Highlights specific to the CMP �± Capitol campus include the following: 
 

�x CMP �± Capitol students were successful on the state standardized testing: 
 
�x 51% of CMP �± �&�D�S�L�W�R�O�¶�V�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �P�H�W�� �R�U�� �H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �(�/�$�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��

online Smarter Balanced testing. When ranked against all other K-8 schools of 
SCUSD district schools or independent charters, CMP ranks 3rd after Didion 
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�x CMP-Capitol ha
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THE FUTURE  
 
�‡ CMP �± Capitol is committed to providing a quality, tuition-free K-8 Montessori program 

 
�‡ A plan for sustainable enrollment of 367 students has been developed for CMP- Capitol 
 
�‡ CMP plans to continue its practice of honoring low student to teacher ratios in grades K-

3, not to exceed 22:1. In grades 4-
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M ISSION 
 
A. Mission Statement  
 
The mission of the California Montessori Project is to offer a quality, tuition-free Montessori 
Education that challenges our students to reach their full potential. 
 
CMP offers an environment which has the programs, resources and school climate to enable 
students to become educated to high academic standards and to develop themselves to their 
fullest capacity as competent, happy, productive individuals, family members, workers, and 
contributors to a better society and a peaceful world. 
 
This mission is achieved through the dedication and commitment of the CMP Learning 
Community: parents, teachers, community groups, the legislature, CMP Governing Board, 
Campus Advisory Committee (CAC), and, most importantly, the individual child.   
 
B. Fundamental Values 
 
�‡ Comprehensive academic/social skills development using Montessori-based curriculum 
�‡ High academic standards and expectations, with emphasis on core subjects 
�‡ Full curriculum alignment to California state standards 
�‡ Quality Montessori learning materials for all students  
�‡ Small total school population and mixed-
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�x Dorothy Hilts (Network Testing Coordinator/Dean of Students �± Elk Grove @ Elk Grove 
Blvd/) 

 
Dorothy Hilts, a graduate of California State University, Sacramento, began her career in public 
education 20 years ago.  
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Campus for part of the school day. In the 2010-2011 school year, Maria is teaching part of the 
day in the middle school class and supports the whole school in implementing BEST practices 
and Response to Intervention.  
 
CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION  
 
In accordance with Education Code Section 47600 et seq., CMP petitions the Sacramento City 
Unified �6�F�K�R�R�O���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�����K�H�U�H�D�I�W�H�U���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���D�V���³�'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�´�����I�R�U��the renewal of the K-8 charter for 
the California Montessori Project �± Capitol Campus for a term of five (5) school years beginning 
July 1, 2016 and ending on June 30, 2021. 
 
The Charter School shall continue to operate as one Charter School within the geographic 
boundaries of Sacramento City Unified School District, as authorized pursuant to Education 
Code Section 47605. The school facilities are currently located at: 
 

�x 2635  Chestnut Hill Drive, Sacramento, CA 95826 
 

Evidence of Meeting Charter Renewal Standards Pursuant to Education Code Section 
47607(b) and the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11966.4(b)(1) 

 
Education Code Section 47607(b) requires that a charter school must meet at lert31 0 0 17Hil
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Year API Growth  Assessment Data School Rankings 
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History �± Social Science 

Result Type 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 Students Tested       9 
 %  of Enrollment       100% 
Students 
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o CMP �± Capitol English-Language Arts proficiency rate of  52.8% 
(Hispanic/Latino) did not meet the AYP Criteria  

o CMP �± Capitol English-Language Arts proficiency rate of  73.3% (White) met the 
AYP Criteria through the Safe Harbor Alternative Method 

o CMP �± Capitol Mathematics proficiency rate of 43.2% (Schoolwide) did not meet 
the AYP Criteria 

o CMP �± Capitol Mathematics proficiency rate of 41.5% (Hispanic/Latino) did not 
meet the AYP Criteria 

o CMP �± Capitol Mathematics proficiency rate of 44.4% (White) did not meet the 
AYP Criteria 

 
3 �± Year Average API 
2010/2011 �± 2012-2013 

Groups 

2011 
Growth 

API  
2012 Growth 

API  
2013 Growth 

API  

Non-
Weighted 
 3-Year 

Average API 

Weighted  
3-Year 

Average API 

Schoolwide 810 

3
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Overall, CMP-CAP students scored higher in ELA than the District and the State.  In Math, 
CMP-CAP and the State were comparable, outscoring the District.  CMP-CAP was especially 
strong in 5th and 8th grade Science scores. 
 
In English Language Arts, CMP-CAP and the State were comparable for 3rd grade.  For each 
grade level, CMP-CAP outscored the District. 
 
In Mathematics, CMP-CAP outscored the District and the State in 5th, 6th and 7th grades.  Both 
CMP-CAP and SCUSD were comparable, and below the State, in 3rd and 4th grades.  8th grade 
scores were comparable for CMP-CAP, the District and the State.  
 
Charts reflecting the Overall, English Language Arts and Mathematics scores are shown below: 
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While striving to bring up scores in all areas, CMP-CAP is placing emphasis on Math scores for 
3rd, 4th and 8th grade students.  In further analysis of CAASPP scores, the biggest area for 
improvement for increasing the Math scores f�R�U�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �J�U�D�G�H�V�� �L�V�� �µ�&�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V���3�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V�¶���� �� �7�K�H��
CMP team is strategizing on ways to assist students in this area. 
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Grade 3 Math 

Areas Concepts/ 
Procedures 

Problem Solving/ 
Modeling/ 
Data Analysis 

Communicate 
Reasoning 
 

Above Standard 16% 18% 18% 

Met or Nearly Met 37% 53% 68% 

Below Standard 
 

47% 29% 13% 

Biggest Strength Communicate Reasoning 
Biggest Area for Improvement Concepts/Procedures 
 
Grade 4 Math 

Areas Concepts/ 
Procedures 

Problem Solving/ 
Modeling/ 
Data Analysis 

Communicate 
Reasoning 
 

Above Standard
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Analysis of Charter Renewal Criteria �± Student Subgroups 
 
Education Code Section 47607(a)(3) states:  
 

The authority that granted the charter shall consider increases in pupil academic 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �I�R�U�� �D�O�O�� �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �R�I�� �S�X�S�L�O�V�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�D�U�W�H�U�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� ���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G�� �D�V�� �³�D��
numerically significant pupil subgroup, as defined by paragraph (3) of subdivision 
���D���� �R�I�� �6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �������������´�� �(�&�� �†�������������D�����������%������ �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�� �L�Q��
determining whether to grant a charter renewal. 
 

In 2010-2011, 2011-2012 and 2012-2013, CMP-Capitol had one numerically significant student 
subgroup (White).  Following are the API scores for these student subgroup for the past three 
years: 
  

2010-2011 API Growth Scores: Significant Student Subgroups 

Subgroup 2011 API Growth  API Growth Target 
(Actual Growth)  

Met Student 
�*�U�R�X�S�¶�V���*�U�R�Z�W�K��

Target? 

White 833 A (-51) Yes 
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