
SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Agenda Item# 9.1 

 
Meeting Date: March 19, 2015  
 
Subject:  Public Hearing on the Renewal of the Charter for Yav Pem Suab 

Academy 
 

 Information Item Only 
 Approval on Consent Agenda 
 Conference (for discussion only) 
 Conference/First Reading  (Action Anticipated: ______________)  
 Conference/Action 
 Action 
 Public Hearing 

 
Department:  Office of the Superintendent  
 
Recommendation:   



Board of Education Executive Summary  
Office of the Superintendent 
Public Hearing on the Renewal of the Charter for Yav Pem Suab Academy 
March 19, 2015  
  
 



Board of Education Executive Summary  
Office of the Superintendent 
Public Hearing on the Renewal of the Charter for Yav Pem Suab Academy 
March 19, 2015  
  
 

 
 
IV.   GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND MEASURES  
The goal of the Public Hearing is for the Board of Education to consider the level of support for 
the renewal of the charter for Yav Pem Suab Academy.  District staff will present a 
comprehensive review of the charter renewal petition and provide the Board of Education with 
a review of the findings and a recommendation for approval or denial at the Board Meeting on 
April 23, 2015.
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I. Introduction  

For the purpose of keeping the petitioners and the readers consistent, children attending Yav Pem Suab Academy are 
not called students.  The definition of a student is someone who goes to school.  Students go to school, but not all 
students go to school to learn.  Children attending Yav Pem Suab Academy are referred to as scholars.  A scholar is 
defined as someone who studies and learns and is a person of great knowledge.  A scholar goes to school to learn, to 
think, to problem-solve, and to share his or her knowledge and skills with others.  In this document, the word student 
is replaced with the word scholar.    

A. Background 

The Yav Pem Suab Academy (YPSA) Charter School Petition was originally approved by the 
Sacramento City Unified School District Board on March 18, 2010.  YPSA opened its doors to 
171 scholars and their families on August 2, 2010.  As the school year continued, more scholars 
enrolled, and Yav Pem Suab ended the 2010-2011 school year with 260 scholars.  In 2011-2012, 
YPSA started the year with 345 scholars.  Our enrollment more than doubled between year one 
and year two.  In year three, we capped our enrollment at 420 with 112 scholars on the waiting 
list.  There is a demand for YPSA and the demand continues to grow. 
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2009 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 
Hmong 35% 18% 36% 31% 32% 
African American 41% 24% 45% 36% 39% 
Hispanic 42% 28% 46% 40% 43% 
American Indian 69% 36% 60% 32% 56% 
Asian 56% 41% 57% 53% 55% 
Filipino 68% 50% 80% 60% 68% 
Pacific Islander 43% 37% 44% 35% 36% 
White 66% 55% 71% 67% 68% 
 
�:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���D�E�R�Y�H���F�K�D�U�W�V���Z�H�U�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���F�R�P�S�D�U�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���U�D�W�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����W�K�H��
table below illustrates the demographics being represented at YPSA: 
 
 
Table 3: YPSA Scholar Demographics (2010 �± 2014) 
 

School Year 

Hispanic 
or 

Latino 
of Any 
Race 

Asian, 
Not 

Hispanic 

Pacific 
Islander, 

Not 
Hispanic 

Filipino, 
Not 

Hispanic 

African 
American

, Not 
Hispanic 

White, 
not 

Hispanic 

Two or 
More 
Races, 

Not 
Hispanic 

Not 
Reported 

Total 
Enrolled 

2010-11 24 210 0 1 15 3 12 0 265 

2011-12 34 249 0 1 42 7 15 0 348 

2012-13 48 303 0 0 47 10 11 1 420 

2013-14 57 298 1 0 38 19 14 0 427 
 

YPSA has been operating on a 4-day-a-week calendar, Mondays through Thursdays, with no 
school on Fridays. Kindergarten day runs from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and scholars in first through 
sixth grade are in session from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The annual calendar at YPSA is designed to 
support the two-
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schedule, all first through sixth grade scholars at YPSA also participate in the supper program 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� 
 
 
Table 4: Free/Reduced Lunch 
 

 
 
When compared to all elementary schools within the district, it is important to point out that 52 
out of 62 schools decreased in API in 2013�������7�K�L�V���L�V�����������R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���W�K�D�W��
were affected.   
 
Table 5: SCUSD Elementary School API Scores (2011-2013) 
 
  Elementary School 2011 API 2012 API 2013 API 
  A. M. Winn Elementary 762 768 715 
  Abraham Lincoln Elementary 771 750 696 
  Alice Birney Waldorf-Inspired K-8 750 756 758 
  Aspire Capitol Heights Academy 835 869 860 
  Bowling Green Elementary 767 773 764 
  Bret Harte Elementary 752 763 712 
  Caleb Greenwood 816 816 828 
  California Montessori Project-Capitol Campus 810 818 815 
  Camellia Elementary 898 887 892 
  Caroline Wenzel Elementary 789 795 775 
  Cesar Chavez Intermediate 809 808 777 
  Clayton B. Wire Elementary 716 729 701 
  Collis P. Huntington Elementary 703 699 678 
  Crocker/Riverside Elementary 931 937 911 
  David Lubin Elementary 850 874 846 
  Earl Warren Elementary 824 812 784 
  Edward Kemble Elementary 793 838 836 
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  Elementary School 2011 API 2012 API 2013 API 
  Woodbine Elementary 701 714 704 
  Yav Pem Suab Academy  753 805 800 
  Sacramento City Unified 760 770 760 

 
YPSA, based on API scores, ranked 42nd in 2011, 26th in 2012, and 22nd in 2013, when compared 
to all SCUSD elementary schools.  

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/Acnt2012/2011BaseSch.aspx?cYear=2011-12&allcds=34-674396034334
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/Acnt2012/2011BaseSch.aspx?cYear=2011-12&allcds=34-674390121665
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/Acnt2012/2011Base_DstAPI.aspx?cYear=2011-12&allcds=3467439&cChoice=2011BApiD
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feel that their heritage language is valued and important and are motivated to learn and excel.  
For non-Hmong speaking scholars, our Hmong Language Development program takes the 
shape of a Foreign Language in Elementary School (FLES) model.  It is an approach to 
language learning that allows non-Hmong scholars to develop basic communicative skills in 
the Hmong language.  Non-Hmong speaking scholars learn Hmong as a second language with 
the goal that they will become proficient in listening, speaking, reading, and writing within 5-
7 years of language learning.  Research studies have indicated that the early study of a second 
language results in cognitive benefits, gains in academic achievement, near native language 
proficient and increases in self-esteem, creativity, and positive attitudes toward diversity. 

 
p. Physical activities and Performing Arts which include dance, music, and/or Taekwondo that 

will teach and build confidence in every scholar, grades 1-6, giving them the ability to perform 
in front of an audience.   

 
q. Achievement through Technology (ATT), where each scholar has his or her own technology 

device (i-Pad for K-2 and laptop for 3-6).  Scholars are involved in computer applications or 
web-based programs to accelerate their learning from 3:30 -5:00, Monday through Thursday.  
Technology is also incorporated throughout the day to support curriculum and instruction.   

 

C.  What Can Be Expected at Yav Pem Suab Academy? 

Yav Pem Suab Academy staff and scholars have created a school environment most conducive to 
nurturing and growing responsible citizens.  When a visitor comes onto campus, he or she will 
notice: 

 
a. Staff members using common Lifelong Guidelines and LIFESKILLS to consistently build the 

school culture, a culture of character and values.  This language is rooted in the work of Karen 
Olsen, Sue Pearson, and Susan Kovalik.  
 

b. �6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���/�L�I�H�O�R�Q�J���*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���/�,�)�(�6�.�,�/�/�6���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�R���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U��
their own decision-making, choices, and actions.   
 

c. �$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���(�I�I�L�F�D�F�\���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���E�H�L�Q�J���X�V�H�G�������6�X�F�K���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V���D�V���³�6�W�U�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���D�Q�G���:�H�D�N�V�L�G�H�´���D�Q�G��
�³Keeping Your P�R�Z�H�U�´���K�H�O�S���U�H�G�L�U�H�F�W���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�¶���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�D�F�N���R�Q��
them. 
 

d. �0�R�Q�G�D�\���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���P�H�V�V�D�J�H�V���W�R���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H���W�K�H���³�7�K�L�Q�N���<�R�X���&�D�Q�����:�R�U�N���+�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���*�H�W��
�6�P�D�U�W�H�U�´���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�������7�K�H���J�R�D�O�V���R�I���0�R�Q�G�D�\���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���P�H�V�V�D�J�H�V���D�U�H�����������W�R���L�Q�V�S�L�Ue scholars to think, 
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�����D�Q�G���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���D�Q�G�����������W�R���U�H�P�L�Q�G���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���R�I���Z�K�\���L�W�¶�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��
come to school and take ownership of their learning. 
 

e. Monday morning movements school wide and in the classrooms every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
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f. Scholars and teachers using movements to enhance learning, such as gestures and Total 
Physical Response (TPR) activities to help with learning of concepts and/or skills. 
 

g. Soft music being played in the background during non-direct teaching.  Music that is 65 beats 
or lower helps calm the heart-rate, maintain a healthy learning environment, and increases 
mental processing. 
 

h. 
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