
 

Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Rosie Yacoub  

 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: SCUSD should be more ambitious than carbon neutrality in 2045. Considering not 

replacing any equipment with fossil fuel burning equipment, like SDUSD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





o Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

o Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

 As schools battle increasing heatwaves, many also lack the appropriate cooling 

mechanisms to continue operating. There are significant correlations between air quality 

and cognitive function among students. Experts have found that increased CO2 levels 

often result in reduced focus, sleepiness, headaches and increased asthmatic episodes in 

classrooms. 

o Creating green schoolyards that increase shade, reduce the presence of asphalt and other 

impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.  

 Numerous schoolyards across the district, region and country are made with heat-

trapping asphalt, which in turn increases the heat on the playground and community. 

o Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing old fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

o Engage with students , parents, staff, and the public ( local community groups ) to craft a 

climate policy that achieves carbon neutrality by 2030. 

o Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 

 

Other school districts such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, Maine, Santa 
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October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Nancy Castignetti 

School: N/A 



-         Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

-          Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 

 

Other school districts such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver 

public schools have taken action to move faster on climate change. It is time for 

Sacramento City Unified School District to lead the way on building a culture of resilience 

in and around schools. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Castignetti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





pursuing these grants with more staff time, and / or ensure that all planning for major 

renovation include a level of assessment that could be used to secure grants, this could 

help the district take advantage of more opportunities.  

 

In the short term, I would recommend that the board consider asking staff to strengthen 

the language around modernization and retrofits to require electrification at time of 

replacement; and require the addition of solar during any major renovation. But the district 

should also engage with students and the broader community to craft a climate policy that 

more broadly that includes getting fossil fuels out of buildings, transportation, and 

maintenance equipment, treats school grounds as part of the urban forest, and engages the 

students in becoming part of the change we all need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Bronwyn Schweigerdt 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 





-          Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

-          Creating green schoolyards that increase shade and reduce the presence of asphalt 

and other impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.   

-          Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

-         Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

-          Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 

  

Other school districts such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver 

public schools have taken action to move faster on climate change. It is time for the 

Sacramento City Unified School District to lead the way on building a culture of resilience 

in and around schools. 

  

Sincerely, 

 Ron Sadler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Patricia Prendergast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Rev. Michael Dack 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear Superintendent & School Board Members, 

I'm a community member in Sacramento. On Thursday, October 5, you will be voting on 

Resolution #9.4 regarding adopting carbon-neutral goals and guidelines for SCUSD 

buildings to be carbon neutral by 2045.          

While this is a positive first step, we need to do more and do it faster to combat the threats 

from climate change. We ask that the District follow SMUD’s lead and aim for a goal of 

becoming carbon-free by 2030. Later may be too late.  

We ask that SCUSD declare a Climate Emergency now and adopt plans to ensure that 

schools and all school district operations are carbon-free by 2030 or sooner.  

Other districts, such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver, have taken 

action to move faster on climate change. It is time for SCUSD to do the same. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rev. Michael Dack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Megan Shumway 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: You should follow SMUD's lead, Declare a Climate Emergency, and do 

everything possible to get to Carbon Zero by 2030. The Date of 2030 is not random. It is 

the date by which many scientists believe we have a chance to make changes that 

might slow down climate change. After that date, global warming may well accelerate for 

years to come, in spite of decarbonization measures. Sustainable schools will be the ones 

that can continue to educate our children. 

The schools are fortunate that there are multiple programs, grants, and rebates to make a 

school carbon-free. Making schools more sustainable makes the community more 

sustainable, It protects the health of the children, their families, the school staff, and the 

surrounding community. 

I implore you to vote to make the date you reach sustainability 2030. anything else will be 

too late. 

 

 

--  

Megan Shumway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified 



-          Concrete plans to electrify all new school buses and all district vehicles. 

-          Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

-          Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

-          Creating green schoolyards that increase shade and reduce the presence of asphalt 

and other impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.   

-          Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

-         Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

-          Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 

  

Other school districts such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver 

public schools have taken action to move faster on climate change. It is time for the 

Sacramento City Unified School District to lead the way on building a culture of resilience 

in and around schools. 

--  

Doug MacPherson 
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sciencedirect.com_science_article_pii_S2542519621002783&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=I1YWeJbpBAqIWKDgs-ccSNKaomENbGVsThHCTHgT1oHFKfOqFMuTzYzMwiGtILGi&s=La9zZr61h8l6b5Ihs6nCGIovci_pUAskWhKeTWR0ucg&e=


 Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

 
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Name: Patricia Johnson 

 

School: N/A



 

 

Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Brian Boies 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

 

My name is Brian Boies and I am a parent in Sacramento. 

 

On Thursday, October 5th, you will be voting on resolution #9.4 regarding adopting 

carbon- neutral goal

neutral goal neutral goal

neutral goal

neutral goalneutral goalneutral goalneutral goal 



buildings), and it should include: 

 Concrete plans to electrify all new school buses and all district vehicles. 

 Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

 Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

 Creating green schoolyards that increase shade and reduce the presence of asphalt 

and other impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.   

 Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

 Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

 Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 

 

Other school districts such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver 

public schools have taken action to move faster on climate change. It is time for 

Sacramento City Unified School District to lead the way on building a culture of resilience 

in and around schools. 

 

Sincerely, 

Brian Boies (he/him) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Carol Marque 

 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: 



 Create green schoolyards that increase shade, reduce the presence of asphalt and 

other impervious surfaces, and create a barrier against flooding.   

 Direct staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Steve Wirtz, PhD 

 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

I strongly urge the SCUSD Board to strengthen Resolution #9.4 to declare a climate 

emergency NOW and adopt plans to ensure our schools are carbon-free BY 2030. Later 

may be too late. We must create healthy, climate-resilient, and sustainable school facilities 

NOW. Such a plan must be comprehensive (not just applying to buildings), and it should 

include: 

·                Concrete plans to electrify all new school buses and all district vehicles. 

·                Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

·                Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric 

heat pumps. 

·                



 

 

Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Patricia Newman 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

  

My name is Patricia Newman, and I am a member of the greater Sacramento-area 

community. 

  

I understand that on Thursday, October 5th, you will be voting on resolution #9.4 regarding 

adopting carbon- neutral goals and guidelines for SCUSD buildings to be carbon neutral 

by 2045. 

            

While this is a positive first step, we need to do more and faster to combat the risks of 

climate change. We ask that the District follow the lead of SMUD and aim for a goal 

of becoming a carbon-free district by 2030. The world is falling far short of our climate 

change goals. Later may be too late. We must create healthy, climate-resilient, and 

sustainable school facilities NOW. 

  

We are seeing unprecedented ocean temperatures, wildfires, catastrophic heat waves, 

flooding, pandemics, crop failures, and species extinction. The earth is likely to cross 

critical tipping points for global warming in the next decade, and we must make an 

immediate and drastic shift away from fossil fuels to prevent the planet from overheating 

dangerously beyond that level. We must act to protect the health, safety, & future of our 

children. 

  



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_cleanschoolbus_clean-2Dschool-2Dbus-2Dprogram-2Drebates&d=DwMFAg&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=CXQQTC82AeaD84SBlk0SlAXTd0h9A3eLpMDBDb5OUrDXyFh7YMDaJDUOg5M5a6ZK&s=tQYDp65Oa11fKiMYMQt-scJwsizjVDV8HJDL2g7wOrQ&e=


Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public 



equipment. 

6. Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

7. Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030.  

 

Other districts, such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver, have taken 

action to move faster on climate change. IT IS TIME FOR SACRAMENTO CITY 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT TO LEAD THE WAY. 2030 is late enough, every day 

until then should be utilized for creating a cleaner world for our family that we leave 

behind. 

 

Sincerely,  

Melissa Steurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: C. Lynn Goldsmith 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear Superintendent & School Board Members, 

 Tomorrow you will be voting on Resolution #9.4 regarding adopting carbon-neutral goals 

and guidelines for SCUSD buildings to be carbon neutral. 

 We need to do more and do it faster to combat the threats from climate change. We ask 

that the District follow SMUD’s lead and aim for a goal of becoming carbon-free by 

2030. Please create healthy, climate-resilient, and sustainable school facilities NOW to 

prevent climate disasters later. 

 We ask that SCUSD declare a Climate Emergency now. Such a plan should include: 

 Electrify all new school buses and all district vehicles. 

 Power all schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

 Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

 Create green schoolyards that increase shade, reduce the presence of asphalt and 

other impervious surfaces, and create a barrier against flooding.   

 Direct staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

 Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

Thank you for your consideration of voting with a thought to our future. 

Sincerely, 

C. Lynne Goldsmith 

 

 



 

Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Lisa Phenix 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 



Sincerely, 

Lisa Phenix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Shishpal Rawat 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

  

My name is Shishpal Rawat and I am a parent and community member in Sacramento. 

On Thursday, October 5th, you will be voting on resolution #9.4 regarding adopting 

carbon- neutral goals and guidelines for SCUSD buildings to be carbon neutral by 2045. 

            

While this is a positive first step, we need to do more and faster to combat the risks of 

climate change. We ask that the District follow the lead of SMUD and aim for a goal 

of becoming a carbon-free district by 2030. The world is still falling short of our climate 

change goals. Later may be too late. We MUST TAKE THE LEAD NOW in creating 

healthy, climate-resilient, and sustainable school facilities. 

  

We are seeing unprecedented ocean temperatures, wildfires, catastrophic heat waves, 

flooding, pandemics, crop failures, and species extinction. The earth is likely to cross 

critical tipping points for global warming in the next decade, and we must make an 

immediate and drastic shift away from fossil fuels to prevent the planet from overheating 

dangerously beyond that level. We must act to protect the health, safety, & future of our 

children. 

  

We ask that SCUSD declare a climate emergency now and adopt plans to ensure 

our schools are carbon-free by 2030. Such a plan must be comprehensive (not just 

applying to buildings), and it should include: 

-          Concrete plans to electrify all new school buses and all district vehicles. 

-          Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

-          Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 



pumps. 

-          Creating green schoolyards that increase shade and reduce the presence of asphalt 

and other impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.   

-          Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

-         Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

-          Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 

                                    -       Regularly invite climate leaders to appropriate forums in 

SCUSD.  

   

Other school districts such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver 

public schools have taken action to move faster on climate change. It is time for 

Sacramento City Unified School District to lead the way on building a culture of resilience 

in and around schools. 

  

Sincerely, 

Shishpal Rawat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento



Jeanine Boyers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





     ___Rooftop solar, including storage batteries wherever possible on all District schools 

and other District owned buildings 

     ___Electric heat pumps for building heating and cooling and electric hot water heaters 

and a timeline for doing so 

     ___Identification and replacement of all other gas operated equipment with electric 

     ___Removal of asphalt from school playgrounds to reduce heat island effect and its 

replacement with permeable material to absorb water during heavy rains       

     ___Addition of trees and shade structures to further reduce playground heat and make 

playgrounds more comfortable 

     ___Ongoing coordinations with students, parents and other concerned community 

members as you develop and implement your plans 

 

Thank-you for this opportunity to comment.  I look forward to seeing the results of your 

planning.  What you do is an integral part of making the City of Sacramento a city that can 

successfully reach net zero emissions from all sources with its boundaries.   

  Sincerely,   

Karen Jacques 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento 



applying to buildings), and it should include: 

 

 Concrete plans to electrify all new school buses and all district vehicles. 

 Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

 Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

 Creating green schoolyards that increase shade and reduce the presence of asphalt 

and other impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.   

 Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

 Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

 Fund a s
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Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Nico Novick 

 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

My name is Nico Novick and I am a community member member in Sacramento. 

On Thursday, October 5th, you will be voting on resolution #9.4 regarding adopting 

carbon- neutral goals and guidelines for SCUSD buildings to be carbon neutral by 

2045.       



powered equipment. 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education Meeting  

October 5, 2023 Written Public Comments 

 

Name: Patricia Suleiman 

School: N/A 

Agenda 

Item # 
9.4 

Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

 

My name is Patricia Suleiman and I am a community member in Sacramento. 

 

On Thursday, October 5th, you will be voting on resolution #9.4 regarding adopting 

carbon- neutral goals and guidelines for SCUSD buildings to be carbon neutral by 

2045.        

 

While this is a positive first step, we need to do more and faster to combat the risks of 

climate change. We ask that the District follow the lead of SMUD and aim for a goal of 

becoming a carbon-free district by 2030. The world is still falling short of our climate 

change goals. Later may be too late. We must create healthy, climate-resilient, and 

sustainable school facilities NOW.  

 

We are seeing unprecedented ocean temperatures, wildfires, catastrophic heat waves, 

flooding, pandemics, crop failures, and species extinction. The earth is likely to cross 

critical tipping points for global warming in the next decade, and we must make an 

immediate and drastic shift away from fossil fuels to prevent the planet from overheating 

dangerously beyond that level. We must act to protect the health, safety, & future of our 

children. 

 

We ask that SCUSD declare a climate emergency now and adopt plans to ensure our 

schools are carbon-fre



 Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

 Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

 Creating green schoolyards that increase shade and reduce the presence of asphalt 

and other impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.   

 Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  

 Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

 Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 

 

Other school districts such as San Diego Unified, Miami-Dade, Portland, and Denver 

public schools have taken action to move faster on climate change. It is time for 

Sacramento City Unified School District to lead the way on building a culture of resilience 

in and around schools. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patricia Suleiman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sacramento City Unified School District 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__click.actionnetwork.org_ss_c_atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-2DYDD8sya4JetdOiHnvMaZ-5FXb9tUujsL-2D53WdhLP-2D9ymIO95SnTg-2DMS1O-2DMpo1hfQvAgV9C1J2A33OQ4s2cm9YTr4ryC-5FI1R3pnpKW4hkQuIQbT0anmsMadSx1Iu3uzWh1cNTDbG5Eeem6iJsgnJryhYeWmUhjAxS0sMk9m2yVLWt7YIhcckBhE1hfembI-5FgT6smhEBrrFEhR-5FGF7BWW-5FZvkxbAx6vye9XUcJtxLoV5I43DlmuNUfIZhDcfeFeFDFqaVZt76nxUGcxpPE354YtbUznHYb2Y-2DZRNperPYnPi9sUjDIZga7t5gFdL36-5FgsyV3BORGY8MGz7qJmPZ-2D029p3s9Kxohpctwr5pQV1eTsPR7XuDVZjaRjn2VT6sxsWDglSVN2O9wYmPLNN7P6eJIfvg3RnI6IuAgKC63-5Fbqi9WT4g_404_qBr7l-5FaaS7CkSArkcPi6-2DA_h1_W9qP1mSdSj64AZv6tzMLige8i46olm5YVfmNGk-2DkWPc&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=N9gAjU-ZFBs-MlUGbNHV7893s3jisK1-Mc0xNYylM9rsxoXCkY_GnHv92iz19J5f&s=Gpt0oo3NXFdmhN5f-4-ggn35f-U0JPXhzvHRHZRQQQg&e=


4. Begin the process of planting one 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sciencedirect.com_science_article_pii_S2542519621002783&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=N9gAjU-ZFBs-MlUGbNHV7893s3jisK1-Mc0xNYylM9rsxoXCkY_GnHv92iz19J5f&s=gMaR3ql-8rol9JLwScaTj9IMZgLgS53ViVjKfJ2psgQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__phys.org_news_2023-2D09-2Dpace-2Dco2-2Dthree-2Dfold.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=N9gAjU-ZFBs-MlUGbNHV7893s3jisK1-Mc0xNYylM9rsxoXCkY_GnHv92iz19J5f&s=wqo_70v_dWnIz8zg3DttUsZEcBt1AeqjBk0P0W57qUs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__phys.org_news_2023-2D09-2Dpace-2Dco2-2Dthree-2Dfold.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=N9gAjU-ZFBs-MlUGbNHV7893s3jisK1-Mc0xNYylM9rsxoXCkY_GnHv92iz19J5f&s=wqo_70v_dWnIz8zg3DttUsZEcBt1AeqjBk0P0W57qUs&e=


7. Florida water reached a record 101 degrees, or jacuzzi temperature (summer 2023). 

8. Antarctic sea ice fell to its lowest extent on record and the melting of some European 

glaciers was, literally, off the charts." (UN’s World Meteorological Society from an article 

on phys.org by Marlow Hood) 

9. In 2023 we saw unprecedented flooding in Vermont, Spain, Japan Greece, China and 

Turkey. Record breaking floods displaced over 30 million people in Pakistan, caused over 

1700 deaths and wrecked over a million homes in 2022. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__phys.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=N9gAjU-ZFBs-MlUGbNHV7893s3jisK1-Mc0xNYylM9rsxoXCkY_GnHv92iz19J5f&s=gGBMfJijMRb9AzpKxwU1iNqe3WBj0AH3gIo5cREAdHs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_document_d_10R260lv9nqCmDbY1PCIbR5nSbZs4-2Dx9L_edit-3Fusp-3Dsharing-26ouid-3D107434018831856127406-26rtpof-3Dtrue-26sd-3Dtrue&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=N9gAjU-ZFBs-MlUGbNHV7893s3jisK1-Mc0xNYylM9rsxoXCkY_GnHv92iz19J5f&s=MShy6ekbgPaPHRI87KmMQcFhiSliy7Xq3YF8JN4r7DE&e=
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Item # 
9.4 

Comment: 
Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

 

My name is Chris Brown and I am a parent and community member in Sacramento. I also represent 

the Sacramento Climate Coalition, 367 local organizations that support local governments adopting 

and implementing climate emergency plans. 

 

Tonight, you will be voting on resolution #9.4 regarding adopting carbon-neutral goals and 

guidelines for SCUSD buildings to be carbon neutral by 2045. 

 

This is simply not fast enough in view of the rapid changes that are happening in our climate. 

September temperatures this year and the previous two have been those historically appropriate for 

July. We have experienced extremes 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_document_d_1YdQBqeo9wNKYCwYuVgGvdhz46Bk3JXBp5Q77O7Vpl1k_edit&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=rDgbJq6S4UlyjwGczHv29p-7aJOd1MDmn_2JKAw2IElXgkwr_ZdKITZwCfWkR_Ed&s=-M9JRm1rPjsdR7PgOdHOBCsxQZMudHDJIXjZJawU4Wo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_document_d_1YdQBqeo9wNKYCwYuVgGvdhz46Bk3JXBp5Q77O7Vpl1k_edit&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=rDgbJq6S4UlyjwGczHv29p-7aJOd1MDmn_2JKAw2IElXgkwr_ZdKITZwCfWkR_Ed&s=-M9JRm1rPjsdR7PgOdHOBCsxQZMudHDJIXjZJawU4Wo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__phys.org_news_2023-2D09-2Dpace-2Dco2-2Dthree-2Dfold.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=rDgbJq6S4UlyjwGczHv29p-7aJOd1MDmn_2JKAw2IElXgkwr_ZdKITZwCfWkR_Ed&s=mCIE5MLiqbElcEeSVcwGgaLCUQQHYkOoRiy29rdiDC0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sciencedirect.com_science_article_pii_S2542519621002783&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=rDgbJq6S4UlyjwGczHv29p-7aJOd1MDmn_2JKAw2IElXgkwr_ZdKITZwCfWkR_Ed&s=WM7nGf13iPOVaoPntahjtYYWbK6yACrCGCzclBJ23Y4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sciencedirect.com_science_article_pii_S2542519621002783&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=rDgbJq6S4UlyjwGczHv29p-7aJOd1MDmn_2JKAw2IElXgkwr_ZdKITZwCfWkR_Ed&s=WM7nGf13iPOVaoPntahjtYYWbK6yACrCGCzclBJ23Y4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_cleanschoolbus_clean-2Dschool-2Dbus-2Dprogram-2Drebates&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=rDgbJq6S4UlyjwGczHv29p-7aJOd1MDmn_2JKAw2IElXgkwr_ZdKITZwCfWkR_Ed&s=3qFXzqxcB4etMRPvMmXR4lYMm_fBbdzKbvcdHLaW7cQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_cleanschoolbus_clean-2Dschool-2Dbus-2Dprogram-2Drebates&d=DwMFaQ&c=dZ07RdJTYc0QIsm4-cMiSA&r=t2qHBPFaTqGOzAXfKGb019I6Xpdnf0eDVJLiOldUM0s&m=rDgbJq6S4UlyjwGczHv29p-7aJOd1MDmn_2JKAw2IElXgkwr_ZdKITZwCfWkR_Ed&s=3qFXzqxcB4etMRPvMmXR4lYMm_fBbdzKbvcdHLaW7cQ&e=


-          Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. Inflation 
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Comment: Dear School Board Members & Superintendent, 

My name is Ali Doerr Westbrook and I am a community member in Sacramento. 

Tonight you will be voting on resolution #9.4 regarding adopting carbon-neutral goals and 

guidelines for SCUSD buildings to be carbon-neutral by 2045.        

While this is a positive first step, we need to do more and faster to combat the risks of 

climate change. We ask that the District follow the lead of SMUD and aim for the goal of 

becoming a carbon-free district by 2030. The world is still falling short of our climate 

change goals. Later may be too late. We must create healthy, climate-resilient, and 

sustainable school facilities NOW.  

We are seeing unprecedented ocean temperatures, wildfires, catastrophic heat waves, 

flooding, pandemics, crop failures, and species extinction. The earth is likely to cross 

critical tipping points for global warming in the next decade, and we must make an 

immediate and drastic shift away from fossil fuels to prevent the planet from overheating 

dangerously beyond that level. We must act to protect the health, safety, & future of our 

children. 

We ask that SCUSD declare a climate emergency now and adopt plans to ensure our 

schools are carbon-free by 2030. Such a plan must be comprehensive (not just applying to 

buildings), and it should include: 

 Concrete plans to electrify all new school buses and all district vehicles. 

 Power current and new schools with solar technology and battery storage. 

 Upgrade heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to electric heat 

pumps. 

 Creating green schoolyards that increase shade and reduce the presence of asphalt 

and other impervious surfaces & create a barrier against flooding.   

 Direction to staff to purchase only electric equipment when replacing fossil-fuel-

powered equipment.  



 Engage with students and the public to craft a climate policy that achieves carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

 Fund a study on what it would take to get us to carbon-free by 2030. 





   

But now we don’t have time to be gradual.   We need to take immediate 

responsibility for long inaction.  

 

We do not have 22 years.  Already irreversible damage has taken place.  Our children will 

unquestionably live in a less hospitable world than we have. Weather systems will 

continue to change and become more extreme.  Our world is heating, and our oceans are 

acidifying. Tipping points are bearing down on us.  

 

 

But we can still mitigate the damage as a consequence of our procrastination.  

  

Please make future generations a priority.  If we, who dedicate our careers to 

serving children, will not show the needed courage to decisively act on their behalf, who 

will? 

 

Please take the action necessary to make this district carbon-free by 2030.   

 

Let’s pledge to “Put Children First.”  Let's mean it.  

 



and the world on a whole different track, and we would have been so much further ahead 

than we are.  It has cost the 

 

 

 

 


