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Sacramento City Unified School District  
Resolution No. 3348 

 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT CARBON NEUTRAL GOALS AND GUIDELINES 

 

WHEREAS, the Sacramento community is experiencing the detrimental effects of climate change 
through extreme heat, catastrophic storms, increased wildfires, poor air quality, and historic droughts; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the world’s most authoritative 
scientific body on climate change, states in their AR6 report that human activities, principally through 
emissions of greenhouse gases, have unequivocally caused global warming; and 

WHEREAS, Sacramento City School District students and staff are entitled to safe and healthy working 





3 
 

• Be all-electric and have no on-site gas combustion, 
• Be PV-ready for all projects (wherever on site appropriate), 
• Incorporate renewable energy sources to offset annual electricity use,  
• Reduce life cycle impacts associated with high embodied carbon materials,  
• Prioritize local products, manufacturers, and contractors to reduce carbon impacts in the supply 

chain, 
• Utilize low global warming potential (GWP) refrigerants that are non-toxic to the environment, 
• Consider the integration of electric vehicles (including protected electric bicycle parking) and 

fleet infrastructure. 
 

2. All major modernization projects will:  
• Achieve a site energy use intensity of 25-35 kBtu/square foot/year before PV, depending on 

building type, 
• Either eliminate on-site gas combustion or have a plan to eliminate gas by 2045 (in a resolution 

or signed by the department director/superintendent) 
 

3. All school facility retrofits will improve the site energy use intensity by 20-50% from a 2019 
baseline weighted by the amount of work slated.  
• Retrofitted systems should prioritize a shift to beneficial all-electric. 
• All retrofitted systems must be the most efficient equipment available whether gas or electric. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sacramento City School District Board will report annually on the 
status of these goals in terms of EUI (kBtu/square foot-year) 
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Carbon Neutral Goals for Sacramento City School District 
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SUMMARY: 
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DEFINITIONS 
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G.W. Carver School of Arts and 
Science 

Secondary (H) 29 72 

Genevieve F. Didion Elementary  Primary (K-6) 33 91 
Golden Empire Elementary School Primary (K-6) 31 94 
H.W. Harkness Elementary School Primary (K-6) 32 77 
Hiram Johnson High School Secondary (H) 63 122 
Hollywood Park Elementary School Primary (K-6) 40 106 
Hubert H. Bancroft Elementary School Primary (K-6) 35 86 
Isador Cohen Elementary School Primary (K-6) 29 75 
James W. Marshall Elementary School Primary (K-6) 28 78 
John Bidwell Elementary Primary (K-6) 27 72 
John Cabrillo Elementary School Primary (K-6) 33 89 
John D. Sloat Elementary Primary (K-6) 40 95 
John F. Kennedy High School Secondary (H) 42 105 
John Morse Therapeutic Center Primary (K-8) 19 46 
John Still Middle (East Campus) Primary (M) 27 67 
John Still Elementary (West Campus)  Primary (K-6) 28 85 
Kit Carson International Academy Secondary (7-12) 24 69 
Language Academy of Sacramento Primary (K-8) 42 133 
Leataata Floyd Elementary Primary (K-6) 23 56 
Leonardo Da Vinci School Primary (K-8) 32 71 
Luther Burbank High School Secondary (H) 33 81 
Maintenance and Operations District Buildinild

 33 81
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School of Engineering and Science Secondary (7-12



6 
 

With the low average EUI across the district, the lower end of this scale should be achievable by these 
future projects. 

 
1. All new construction/addition projects will: 

• Achieve a site energy use intensity of 19-24 kBtu/square foot/year before 
photovoltaic (PV), depending on building type, 

• Be all-electric and have no on-site gas combustion, 
• Be PV-ready for all projects (wherever on site appropriate), 
• Incorporate renewable energy sources to offset annual electricity use,  
• Reduce life cycle impacts associated with high embodied carbon materials,  
• Prioritize local products, manufacturers, and contractors to reduce carbon impacts in 

the supply chain, 
• Utilize low global warming refrigerants, 
• Consider the integration of electric vehicles and fleet infrastructure. 
• 
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PROPOSED POLICY OR PORTFOLIO LEVEL GOALS 

1. In line with California Executive Order B-55-18, SCUSD’s building portfolio will achieve 
carbon neutrality by 20454. 

2. This district will have an average portfolio site energy use intensity of 25 kBtu/square 
foot/year (without PV).  

3. Reduce energy consumption by 40% by 2030 and 80% by 2040. 
• EUI in 2030: 31.10 kBtu/sf/yr 
• EUI in 2040: 27.10 kBtu/sf/yr 

4. Onsite gas combustion of zero by 2045.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 State of California Executive Order B-55-18 To Achieve Carbon Neutrality: 
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Sacramento City Unified School District  
Carbon Neutral Guidelines 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Developed in partnership with 

 New Buildings Institute 
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DISTRICT ENERGY AND CARBON EMISSIONS GOALS 
 
The District is committed to leveraging each opportunity to further progress toward achieving these goals. 
This includes bond-funded new construction and modernization projects, facilities retrofit projects funded 
with non-bond funds, as well as routine maintenance and operations practices. Energy and carbon 
emissions reduction opportunities should be considered any time the building envelope or energy using 
systems are addressed.  

Portfolio Level Goals: 
• 
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(2) All major modernization projects will:  

• Achieve a site energy use intensity of 25-35 kBtu/square foot/year before PV, depending on the 
building type, 

• Eliminate on-site gas combustion completely or include a designed plan to eliminate gas by 2045.  
The plan will come in the form of a board approved resolution and/or document signed by the 
Department Director, Project Sponsor, or Superintendent) 
 

(3) All school facility retrofits will improve the site Energy Use Intensity (EUI) by 20-50% from a 
2018-2019 baseline: 

• Retrofitted systems should prioritize a shift to all-electric. 
• All retrofitted systems must be the most efficient equipment available whether gas or electric. 

 
 

 

CAPITAL PROJECTS - 
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the interrelationships between the building orientation and building systems, surroundings, and 
occupants. The District’s goal is to include as many passive energy design strategies as 
possible, such as natural daylighting and 
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Building Council LEED process) may be provided by the same organization whose 
representatives include design team members.  
 

ENVELOPE COMMISSIONING: 
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• Checking sensor operation  
• 
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Sacramento City Unified 
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PLUG LOADS  
Plug loads consist of the many and varied devices that are plugged into receptacle outlets in 
buildings. Plug loads can be controlled either with a management plan requiring human action 
or with a passive system where plug load devices are controlled by an automation system that 
removes human action from the equation (preferred). Staff refrigerators and microwaves should 
be provided to discourage individual units. Outlets wired for receptacle control (as per Title 24) 
shall be clearly labeled. HVAC systems should be designed to ensure appropriate thermal 
comfort with adjustability, and then thoroughly commissioned to ensure proper installation, to 
reduce the use of fans and portable heaters. 

KITCHEN EQUIPMENT 
Efficient kitchen equipment is required and must be all electric by 2045. The CA Energy Wise 
website provides equipment recommendations for kitchen appliances, walk-ins, and cooking 
hoods. Include commercial induction ranges for making school meals wherever possible. The 
Food Service Technology Center provides best practices on all-electric kitchens. 

 
HEATING & COOLING  
Heating and cooling shall be provided by HFC-free (when available), centralized, all-electric 
systems that meet CEE Tier 2 levels of efficiency. Projects should prioritize the removal of gas 
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