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All the World, Scanlon, Liz Garton, $18.00, Beach Lane Books, PreK Open Court: Families Everywhere IL PreK-2 

The charming illustrations  and lyrical rhyming couplets follow a multicultural family from a summer morning on the 

beach through a busy day and night… a farmer's market, a lakeside pavilion, a soaking rain, a warm meal in a cozy cafe, 

a gathering of musical kin, and a quiet night at home. A double-page moon- and starlit illustration shows an overview of 

all the featured locales highlighted in this small slice of the world. Perfection. 

All Things Bright and Beautiful, 
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The Call: The Magnificent Twelve, Grant, Michael, $17.00, Katherine Tegan Books, IL 5-8 

The first book in Grant's new series, The Magnificent 12, introduces unlikely hero Mack, who has "a serious case of 

mediumness" and a vast array of phobias. Enter Grimluk, a 3,000-year-old man who informs Mack that he is to be the 
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illustrations in this birthday card of a book feature animals, big and small, dressed in preschooler attire. Horn Book 
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the Witch of the Woods and meets Hen, and they set out on their own in the opposite direction. Arrivin
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Here Comes the Garbage Barge, Winter, Jonah, $18.00, Schwartz & Wade IL 1-3 

After a Long Island town puts its unwanted garbage on a barge, North Carolina is the first of several ports to refuse it. 

Told with asides to the reader and stuffed with comical accents and spiky dialogue ("What the hairy heck?"), this 

uproarious book, based on a true 1987 incident, features remarkable illustrations created from, appropriately enough, 

recycled materials. 
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Moon Bear, Guiberson, Brenda, $18.00, Holt, CA Science Gr 2 IL 1-3 

The endangered Moon Bear, or Asiatic black bear, is the subject of this call-and-response tale created in partnership 

with the Animals Asia Foundation. Readers follow one female bear as she wakes from hibernation, explores the 
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The Night Fairy, Schlitz, Laura Amy, $17.00, Candlewick IL 1-4 

Flory is a night fairy who is still becoming accustomed to her beautiful mothlike wings when a run-in with a bat drops 

her into a strange garden unable to fly. She is forced to learn to survive in the daylight and takes up residence in a 

birdhouse in a Giantess's garden. Flory, no taller than an acorn, struggles at first with squirrels, hummingbirds, spiders, 

and other creatures that do not look at the world the same way she does. She quickly learns that kindness, compassion, 

generosity, and bravery can help her to make much-needed friends. Booklist 

Night Lights, 
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general uninhibited behavior. She softens, though, when the monster begins to focus affection on her but leaves readers 

with a warning not to reveal this softness to parents lest they repeat the experience. Older siblings will laugh at the 

younger child's antics and parents will chortle at Sophie's reactions and perspective in all her righteous truth telling. SLJ 

Spaceheadz, Scieszka, Jon, $15.00, Simon & Schuster IL 3-5 

Michael's first day in fifth grade is not going well. A new school is bad enough, but the teacher has partnered him with 

two extremely weird kids. Bob and Jennifer tell Michael that they are Spaceheadz from another planet and that they 

need his help to save the world. They explain that Earth is in danger of being turned off, depriving the interstellar 

civilizations of our tasty TV and radio waves. Comically twisted contemporary cultural references abound. The young 

aliens speak primarily in TV advertising slogans, which fit remarkably-and hilariously-into the dialogue. Real 

commercial products, from George Foreman grills to CharminT toilet tissue, are put to exotic extraterrestrial uses. The 

black-and-white cartoon illustrations are often integrated into the text layout, giving the book a graphic-novel feel.SLJ 

Spells, Gravett, Emily, $17.00, Simon & Schuster IL K-4 

As in Wolves (2005) and Little Mouse's Big Book of Fears (2007, both S & S), Gravett continues her playful focus on 

the book as physical object. Here a small green frog transforms an old book of spells into a pirate ship, its torn pages 

serving as sail, flag, telescope, and water. As he cavorts through ripped-up incantations, he finds a scrap that reads: 

"Spell to Become a Handsome Prince." On the ensuing spreads, the frog's attempts to line up the proper magic words 

and phrases are depicted with split pages leading to increasingly hilarious results. … While the frog's wish does come 

true, it is undone when he fails to read the fine print-a condition clarified only on the endpapers. SLJ 

Spork, Maclear, Kyo, $17.00, Kids Can Press IL PreK-2 

Children of mixed marriages are about to find an unlikely ally in their cutlery drawers. Spork stands out. With a spoon 

for a mum and a fork for a dad, Spork is simultaneously too round and too pointy to fit in. Time and again he's passed 

over at the dinner table. That is, until the day a "messy thing" joins the family and everyone sees that when it comes to 

managing its baby food only a true spork will do. A sublime little parable. Kirkus 

Stable, Lewin, Ted, $18.00, Roaring Brook, CA Vistas Gr 1 IL K-3 

This large-format picture book opens outside a Brooklyn stable in the late 1800s, when horses pulled carriages, trolleys, 

and fire engines as well as wagons carrying milk, ice, and produce through city streets. Fast-forward to today’s 

Brooklyn, where the old Kensington stable still stands. Sepia-toned paintings depicting bygone days give way to the 

sun-dappled watercolors illustrating the modern stable at work, its horses used for trail rides, lessons, and pulling 

carriages. Suggest it for history or transportation units, horse-crazy readers, and families looking f
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Todd's TV, Proimos, James, $16.00, Katherine Tegan Bks IL K-2 
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Whaling Season: A Year in the Life of an Arctic Whale Scientist, Lourie, Peter, $18.00, Houghton Mifflin,  CA 
Science Gr 6 IL 4-8 

Lourie skillfully describes the delicate three-way 
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Word After Word After Word, McacLachlan, Patricia, $15.00, Katherine Tegan Bks IL 2-5 


