
Sacramento City Unified School District 

 

Proclamation of September as Attendance Awareness Month  

WHEREAS good attendance and engagement is even more essential to student 

achievement and graduation because of the lost opportunities to learning that have 

occurred as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic,  

WHEREAS recording and monitoring attendance daily and for different types of learning 

opportunities (virtual, in-person or a blend) is essential to identifying when students begin 

to miss too much school,   

WHEREAS taking a positive problem-solving approach to reducing absenteeism requires 

expanding attendance data to include reviewing chronic absence prior to school closure, 

availability of working contact information for families, access to technology and most 

importantly positive relationships, 

WHEREAS promoting  attendance requires noticing  - as soon as possible - when students 

are starting to  miss too much school  in order to engage students and families, identify and 

offer needed support and early intervention resources, 

WHEREAS  ensuring an equal opportunity to learn requires using data to detect 

inequitable patterns of absenteeism by school, grade, and student population, 

WHEREAS research conducted prior to Covid-19 indicates that monitoring when students 

miss 10% of learning opportunities in a month, or multiple days in a week, can help  to 

identify students and families as well as schools in need of outreach and additional support, 

WHEREAS improving attendance and reducing absenteeism takes schools, families and 

community partners working together to identify and address factors contributing to 

students missing school, particularly a lack of digital access, mental and physical health 

services, access to  basic economic supports including food and housing, or in some cases, 

the absence of engaging curriculum or biased approaches to school discipline,   

WHEREAS  partnering with students an






